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1. Qeneral Description, The Someseni airfield lies in an east-west direction
etween the Dej hignway and the Somes Mic River about 3,500 meters east of
Oluje It im about 21200 by 1,000 meters in area, sloping considerably
toward the sast end.™ At both ends are electrlc pumps for the drainage of
water, which must be pumped over the embankment on the southern bank of
the Somee Miss. The alrfield can be epproached from tha west betwesn the
river and the highway or from the east bstween the second olass road on
the far alds of the river end the conorets highway. Civil plenes and planes
not essigned to the Somesenl alrfield are required to fly at 1,800 moters
and 1,000 meteras The wind direotden.ls usually eastewest, but mountain
vheina north and south parallel to the edrfleld melke it unusually wind=free,
The airfleld snd barracks 1lle on both sides of the conorete Cluj=Dej highway
north of the double track rail line. A double track rall epur with eide and
end loading rampa leads to the barracks.

2+ The airfleld is surrounded on the weestern snd southsrn sides by e barbed wire
fence and on the north by the Somes Mio River embankment., The eastern side
is guarded day and night. The surrounding mountains are marked at night by
neon lighte dlrected upward. On the ridge of hills north and south of the
alrfleld are conorete antiaireraflt gup emplacements, thrse of whioh have
been aquipped to hold four guns each.“.

Js Constructlon and Installations. 4 concrets teke=off runway which ls 15 to
I8 meters wide and 2,000 meters in length and runs in an sastewest direction
was completed in 1951, A second teke=off runway parallel to the first had
not been eempleted in July 1953, The asphalt runway before the hengars was
sovered with conerete in 19851 to adapt 1t to heavier machines,

Le The airfield buildings lie on the southern side of the field near the highwsy.‘
8ix hangars are of iron constructlon, about 30 by 55 meters, with concrete
#ldewalls and corrugated roofa.
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Three larger hangars compleled in 1951 are of reinforced concrete construction
with concrete walls and roofs of thin concrebe plates. Two more reinforced
concrete hangars, east of the Rumanian~-Soviet Air Transport Company building
at the eastern end of the field, were built in 1951-1952. One of them is
used for civilian purposes. Behind the hangars, on the side toward the high-
way, are one-gtory und two-story buildings which provide storage, shop, and
office space. The airfieid ccmmand building is a twe=story structure built
in 1951 on the western side of the field, Opposite the main entrance of the
field and a little forward of the line of the hangars i1s a flat-roofed, one-
story building approximately 20 by 20 meters in area, in which the guard and
the inspection officer are posted. n the side toward the field this build-
ing has a glass and conerete tower in which the flight control officer is
stationed. The building of the Rumenian~Soviet Air Transportation Company
at the east end of the azirfield is also equipped wibth a glass tower used as
a cormand towers

Between the highway and the railrecad lies a large complex of buildings con-
sisting of three thres-story barracks about 100 by 20 meters in area, a 25

by 12 meter one=story building used as guardhouse oF garage and occupied by
the barracks guard, a three-story flat-roofed command building with four large
storage bulldings snd garages. A% the esstern end of the complex are 1l one-
story barracks bulldingie

At the western sntrence to Someseni, aboub 0O to 500 meters south of the rall
line are the antizirsraft artillery harracks, which include twe three-story
and ons twomztory bulldings and four rows of parages and storage rooms.~ South
of the barracks on ihe northside of elevatdon peint 481 a now emmunition dump
has heen bullte

Radar, Radio and Metecrologzye The airfleld has ite own high frequency radio
station equipped for sucrt wave broadessting. The transmitter is located in
the glagss tower en the building and the antennas are on the rldge near the
glider fields The mebtvorologioal shation ds lozated in g 15 by 10 meter one-
glory flat conerate builiding at the easterm end of the field near the Somes
Mic River. Expeorimentel and captive balloons are usually relessed on the left
bank of the wriver near ¢ tion polnt 510, howsver, in order to aveld alr
traffic. Somesenl airlizld 1s «lso squipped with radar of the "Kirylil® (sic)
typedH

Tuel and Ammanitlorie ‘ihe central fusl dump, lyilug near the railway west of
The Darracks GOMpLex, comprises Ll separate subterranesn concrete tanks of 12
to 15 tark ecar capasity each, protected by & 4 te § meter earthwork. A rail
spur leads to the centrsl fusl dump from the industrial tract that is part of
the barracks complex. An aubomatic pump empties fuel tank cars. Near the
hangars are geven compression gas pumps of three car capacity each, which are
comected by underground lives with the central fuel dump. .

The hemb and ammurdbion dowe built in 1946 on the north slope near the glider
field consists of three 20 by 10 meber sunken one~story buildings roofed with
har=pyper-coveraed wood and protected by enclireling earthworkse. o

The spare parts stores sre in hangar annexes.
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Personnel. Untii 1949 the Someseni airfield was used exclusively by the Soviets,

Put since that time Rumanian trocps have replaced many Soviet units, Soviet
foress now on the field comprise one pursuit wing of 300 to 400 men commanded
by 2 majors The commander and other officers are quartered in villas near the
castle of Cluje The troops are gquartered in the barracks, in an area separated
by barbed wire From Bunsnian quarters. Officers and troops are relatively
younge Enlisted men are of the 1333-193L class, in the second year of service,

and clder men are found onily smong the non=somrissioned officers and specialists

The troops are ewelusively Caucasiane
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12, Since 1951, two transport squadrons of the Third Rumanian Parachute Regiment
have been stationed at Somesenis® Qther Rumanian troops on the airfield
include an air and service battalion and an air technical battalion. A
parachute and non-commissioned officers'! school is also located at Someseni
during the summer months. -

"13, ' The Third Rumanian Parachute Regiment, which is part of the Rumanian Parachute
25X1 Troops Division and| | consists of the follow-
ing units commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Ghica Popescu:

two parachute battalions
regimental staff

staff company

radio platoon

sapper company

antiaircraft company

rifle company

medium motor company
armor-piercing artillery company
various regimental units:

1li, Parachute Battelion. The parachute battalion contains three companies, the
organization of which is basically different from that of an artillery company.
Although they are also subdivided in three parachute rifle platoons and one
parachute heavy weapons platoon, the arms and personnel of the platoons are
different. Bach platoon is divided into thres flights of 13 mens One flight
is armed with 22mm. heavy rifles of the Degtyarev type, another with 50 mms
mortars, and the third with tank and rocket weapons of the bazooka type. The
riflemen are armed with machine plstols and Mossin=Nagant rifles, but these
are being replaced by assault rifles of the type 1951 M. The heavy-weapons
platoons are oomposed of six flights, namely, two machine rifle flights, two
light mine throwing flights and two bazooka flights. The air transport units
are not assigned to parachute units but, following the Soviet pattern, are
assigned as needed to the regiment as independent transport companies.

15, The air technical battalion stationed at Socmeseni includes a guard compeny,
transport company, shup company end the communications company, which mans the
radar instruments and meteerslogloal astatlon,

16, The armored defense oompany, now equipped with 76 = mm, gune, is replacing
them with new Russisn 105 mm, ammored defense guns. The parachute regiment
uses Russian 1é=piece automatic parachutes, 12-piece semi-automatic rew silk
parachutes, and eix=piece red artificlal silk parachutes for oargo deliverye.
Air delivery of troop supplies is accomplished with 80 and 30 kilogram mixed
packages. The two transp%rt squadrons stationed on the airfield are equipped
with 28 type 10/2 planes.! Four=motor tranaport planes of the L1/6 type will
reportedly be added to their equipment for the purpose of transporting 105 mme
armored defense guns and light tractors.
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Comments The former military airfield was combined in 1949=1951 with
Tha nearoy oivil airport, at which time the salt pond and its outlet, which
separated the two installations, were covered with concrete.

25X1 | |Commentes As these gun positions wers set up near the radar screen,
Tt 18 essumed that the guns can be directed by radar in case of an air attack.

25X1 mﬁ_m{geﬁb& This group of buildings 1s not part of the airfield installa-
8 mentioned because flak units attached to the airfield are quartered

here.
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Comment. Technical data on the "WKiryllh" radar instrument is not yet
known, but it is a development of the German Rotterdam type radar.
25X1 :lComment. In June and July 1953 a Russian strategic bomber company with
Tour four-motor machines of the type TU/SH was observed irregularly at Someseni.
After a severe take~off accident they no longer appeared at the field.
25X1 | Commente. The two transport squadrons replaced a Rumanian pursuit
regiment of two wings equipped with Yak-9 planes, which was transferred to
Timisoara.
25X1 | |Comment. This is four less than the complement strength of 32
planes.
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